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architecture in general, whereas the so-called Rhodian type
was more like that of a Mycenaean palace in which the
portico of the megaron dominated the rest.    A house at
Priene,1 known as No. XXXIII, illustrates in a striking
manner how naturally this type of court was evolved.
Peristyle  courts  may  also be   distinguished  as   single
storied and two storied.    The latter variety seems not
to have been  confined to important   houses, like   the
palace of Hyrkanos in Syria,2 but was found in small
houses like the one on the banks of the Inopos at Delos.8
The approaches to  the court varied according to cir-
cumstances.   " Palaces were reached through   imposing
propylaia.4   In ordinary town houses projecting porches
(TTpdQvpa), such as those of the houses at Tanagra,5 were
usually dispensed with   as  hindrances in   the   narrow
streets.    The entrance was protected by gratings (TT/OO-
<f>pdyfjLa,Ta*) and by a door which led to the court.    Fre-
quently there was a vestibule, and, when practicable, a
porter's room.    The rooms about the court, apart from
those of the principal side, appear to have served various
purposes.    Some  were undoubtedly store-rooms, others
may be recognized as kitchens, dining halls, or as sleeping
rooms.    The principal apartment was known specifically
as the oikos, or house (ot/eo<?, &fyto?, SS/xa).    It contained
the family hearth, and was situated at the north end of
the court, so as to receive the warmth of the winter sun.6
In its earliest form the oikos was a mere enclosure to
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